
 



 



 



 





 









Enclosed Woodland 





 



 





 





Population of England 1086-1950 

• 1086 1.7 million  1850  15 million 

• 1325 4.0 million  1900  30 million 

• 1377 2.2 million  1950  38 million 

• 1450  1.9 million 

• 1600 4.2 million 

• 1700 5.0 million 

• 1800 8.0 million 



1086-1325 

• Rapid population growth. 1.7-4.0 million 

• Population drives woodland/landscape change 



• An “immediate consumption society” 

• Utilize what was there. Diverse understories and 
“landscape” trees 

• Money largely absent from peasant society 

• Market forces becoming more important 

• The manor worked on a Net Annual Income basis 

• Large quantities of timber being imported 

• Marginal land being cleared and exploited 



Recorded medieval assarting 

• Carbrooke. 3 woods. 1272 

• Haveringland. 30 acres. 1293 

• Cawston. 109 acres. 1290 

• Fransham. 80 acres. 1200 

• Narborough. 2 acres. 1200 

• Heigham-next-Norwich. 4 acres.1186 

• Shipdam. 7 woods. 1250. 

 



New Vills 12th and 13th century 

• Chosley 

• Brisley 

• Salhouse 

• Bintry 

• Edingthorpe 

• Bunwell 

• Coston 

• Lingwood 



1325-1450 

• Dramatic fall in population (4.0-1.9 million) 

• Fall in land values 

• Freedom of movement for peasants 

• Rental opportunities 

• Some regeneration on marginal land 

 



Regeneration 

• E.G. Pitwood was cleared in 1273, but a 1500 
survey describes it as “80 acres of which much 
is run to Boschys” 



1450-1600 

• Population rises rapidly 1.9-4.2 million 

• Consumption continued to expand beyond the 
village-a more market orientated society 

• More specialisation 

• Concept of Capital and Revenue were clearly 
established 

• Assarting gathers pace again 

• Complexities of the dissolution 

 



1600-1700 

• Population fluctuates. Overall rise 4.2-5.0 
million 

• Money was a more common currency. 

• Concept of monetary gain was more 
mainstream. Sell timber at optimum time 

• Balance of power shifting back to landlord 

• Farm sizes increasing-more specialization 

• Increasing world trade 



Central Government 

• Beginnings of central government interference 

• Acts for preservation of timber stocks began 
1543. 

• Perception of naval timber shortages 



1700-1800 

• Population rising. 5.0-8.0 million 

• Agricultural and Industrial Revolution 

• More pressure on land 

• Modern economic behaviour emerging 

• Enthusiasm for planting 

• Shift to coal from firewood begins 

• Shooting becomes powerful motivator 



Acle Wood 

• Hundred Jury 1600. “Did on view of the 
stubbes….found to be cut down 480 oak trees, 
whereof the 200 that were appointed to the 
navy were allowed” 



Court of Exchequer 

• Joseph Pett indicted for the offence. 

• Trees sold to Edward Kipping and Richard 
Jenkinson 











Hedgerows 

• Iconic 

• Most common field boundary 

• Hedgehog, hedge sparrow 

• Hedge your bets. 

• Le Hague 



• Old English-gehaegan. Any enclosure or fence. 

• Includes dead hedges 

 



Shaws 

• Blur the line between hedge and woodland 







Value 

• Scenic  

• Wildlife 

• But firstly practical 

 



• Before barbed wire (1870) they were the 
physical boundary 



 





Fuel 

• Hedges were an important source of fuel 

• And-to a lesser extent-food 



Hedges for fuel 

• Young 1813. “The lack of firewood in 
Hertfordshire has induced farmers to fill their 
old hedges with oak, ash, sallow and all 
manner of plants calculated for fuel” 



Sales particulars Alscot House, 
Warwickshire, 1747: 

 
 
 

‘Note also that the hedges in the Liberty of 
Alscot will supply Alscot House with 

sufficient Firewood and pay the Charge of 
Cutting’ 



William Marshall noted in 1787 how, in 
north-east Norfolk; 

• ‘The old hedges, in general, abound with oak, 
ash and maple stubs, off which the wood is 
cut every time the hedge is felled; also with 
pollards, whose heads are another source of 
firewood. The entire supply of wood in the 
district may be said, with little latitude, to be 
from hedge-rows’ 



Questions 

• Why do hedges display so much variation, and 
what does this variation mean? 

• Hedges can be anything from 1-1000 years 
old, the boundaries older. 

• AD 1700 is a useful date to use. Hedges before 
or after this date. 

 



Ancient and Planned Countryside 

 





Ancient 

• Ancient woodland 

• Hamlets 

• Moated farms on claylands 

• Many small quiet roads 

• Many footpaths 

• Mixed hedges 

• Irregular, smaller fields 

• Piecemeal/general enclosure 





Planned (Champion) 

• Big villages 

• Fewer roads 

• Thin hawthorn hedges 

• Still open field at 1700 

• Few hedges outside village at 1700 

• General/parliamentary enclosure 

• Fewer ancient woodlands 













 





Types of enclosure 

• Piecemeal. Series of private agreements (Sales 
or exchanges) 

 

• General. Whole community acting in concert. 
(Culminating in Parliamentary) 



Piecemeal 

• Gently curving boundaries 

• Kinks 

• Dog legs 

• Reverse S 



General 

• Rectilinear 





 



Older hedges contain more shrub species 
than recent ones: 

• In part because they have had a longer period of 
time in which to gain species through 
colonisation. 

• In part because the older hedges are generally 
on the heavier land, where colonistaion rates are 
highest. 

• But mainly because there was a major change in 
the character of hedge planting in the course of 
the eighteenth century, towards the 
establishment of single-species hedges, mainly 
of hawthorn. 



Southern Claylands 

 

• Burlingham soils. Open fields, early enclosure. 

• Boundaries late medieval or post medieval. 

• Beccles soils. Many commons. Open field but 
also early enclosure 

 

 



North East Loams 

• Wick soils 

• Ruler straight boundaries the norm 

• Open field remained longer. 

• Earlier enclosure around settlements 

• Oak more common in hedges (Fewer woods) 

• Less dogs mercury, primrose 

• Less dogwood, more holly 



Why 

• Woodland survived longer on heavy damp 
soils. 

• More fertile soils give more opportunity for 
colonisation and survival 

• Hedges planted with more species on clays 
where the landowners are smaller and save 
money by collecting their own plants 



Trees in hedges 

• Mostly pollarded 

• Some shreds 

• Some maidens 







Hedge trees 

• The average number is 10 per acre. 

• In 1651, at Denham-Suffolk 15.4 per acre. 

• In 1742, at Thorndon, Suffolk 29.0 per acre. 



• Mostly pollards because tenants had the right 
to take wood but not timber 

 

• At Thorndon, 82% were pollards 









 







 





 
 
 
“We declare ourselves enemies to 
Pollards: They are unsightly; they 
destroy the hedge they stand in, and 
occupy spaces which might, in general, 
be better filled by timber trees” Marshall 1787 

 



Grubbing 

• Indeed many hedges were also grubbed out in 
the mid nineteenth century. 

• Rayne, Essex. 1790. “Ever since Mr Rolfe has 
purchased the farm he has improved it by 
grubbing up the hedgerows and laying the 
fields together” 

• 1801-What immense quantities of timber 
have fallen before the axe to make way for 
corn 



Recent Changes 

• 1870’s agricultural depression with little 
money for improvements 

• Hedges tended to become more neglected 

• Number of farmland trees increased 

• Liberal Government 



 



 







Our current knowledge of Norfolk’s 
medieval deer parks 



The Broad Outline 

• Possible pre-Conquest antecedents and 
small number in Domesday Book (1086) 

• Growth in numbers thereafter  

• Possible peak c.1300 

• Decline thereafter? 

• Regimes of Parkland 

• A Medieval/Post-medieval divide?  



Pre-Conquest Antecedents? 

• Hempnall: ‘In part of this woodland St Benedict 
claims what the abbey held before 1066, called 
schieteshaga’ 

• Costessey: ‘Gyrth held Costessey before 1066, 4 
carucates of land… Always 14 head of cattle; a 
park for beasts (parcus bestiis); 27 pigs, 14 
goats’ 

• Holt: parcus not porcus ‘King Edward held Holt, 
2 carucates of land … Woodland for 60 pigs; 
meadow 6 acres; 5 mills. Always 1 cob; 1 
market; 1 park (parcus). Now 20 pigs; 90 sheep.’ 
 



What did parks look like? Documents 

1308 Memorandum, that the castle of Bukenham, of the yearly value of 53s 4d is delivered 
to Thomas de Caylly, and the forth part of the manor aforesaid, to wit a moiety of the great 
park, of the yearly value of 26l 15s 11d in underwood and herbage, excepting great timber, 
to wit each acre at 13d., and the great timber is estimated to be worth 200 marks. Also a 
moiety of the little park near the castle, of the yearly value of 13s in underwood and 
herbage with the great timber, to wit each acre 12d. … And be it known that the said 
Thomas (Cailly) occupied to himself a moiety of 29½  acres and 4½ perches of arable land 
lying within the park gates, which moiety is of the yearly value of 22s 1¾ d amongst the 
arable lands of the said manor. [Further refs to arable within the park and ‘mowable meadow 
in le Parrok’] Cal Close Rolls (1307-1313), 58-9 
 
 



Deer Park Acle 

• A park is recorded in 1364 and this reference 
refers to an earlier charter. Confirms rights of 
Roger Bigot, so a park was here by 1189. 



Reedham 

In 1557 Henry Berney built a house in Reedham 
Park.  

Disparked in 1692. 

Lay south east of Reedham Hall 















All Veteran Trees & Soils 



Oaks 



Oak & Ash 



Norfolk Orchards 

 

• 6345 acres   1914 

 

• 8414 acres   1926 

 

• 10089 acres  1936 


























