Christchurch Primary - Battersea, London
Back in 2012 Christchurch Primary
school, located in Battersea only a
few hundred yards from the
bustling Clapham Junction station
contacted the orchard project to
enquire about creating a new
community orchard in their school
garden.
The orchard project visited to
conduct a site visit to assess its
suitability for fruit trees and to
discuss school orchards and how
the school could benefit from
having a long term, low
maintenance teaching resource
right in their grounds! The project
was confirmed and TOP returned to do a whole-school assembly and to work with some groups of
different year groups around consultation on which varieties to select and to look at the site and
consider what trees need. Five members of the school community participated in The Orchard Project’s
Orchard Leader Training.
In the winter of 2012 the school held their planting day and the fruit trees were planted with the
children, including Flower of Kent (Isaac Newton’s tree), Red Falstaff, Bramley’s Seedling and Egremont
Russet. These were selected by the children based on their tastes, uses, suitability for organic culture,
cropping period from September onwards and over a long period (including some good ‘keeper’s) to
ensure fresh fruit over a decent period, avoiding any gluts.
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Since then, the orchard has been used
frequently by staff for teaching a wide
range of curricular subjects. The school
has an inspiring outdoor learning ethos
where staff are encouraged to take
their teaching outside the classroom as
much as they can and the orchard has
been key to this push. The children
have done sessions around literacy,
looking at the weird and wonderful
world of heritage apple names, and
learned about the importance of apple
breeding and development by the
Victorians. They’ve learned about the
history of local London varieties like the
‘Cellini’ from nearby Vauxhall. They’ve
observed pollination in real time during the spring as the pollinators visit the bountiful blossom and
have learned the life-cycles of the ladybird and blue tit, both important beneficial predators in the
orchard, which of course ties into food chains. They have created habitats for beneficial predators such
as earwigs and over-wintering lacewings. During the increasingly hot summer months the children have
enjoyed using the shade provided by the growing trees for quiet time and reading.
The school hosts CPD training for other teachers and practitioners around using the outdoor space for
teaching and have developed their own resources.
Eight years later and the trees are thriving and cropping well annually. In the autumn of 2019 the school
hosted a series of Capital Growth training sessions in the orchard, including ‘Teaching Maths Outside the
Classroom’. In March 2020 The Orchard Project returned to run a pruning refresher session with Head
Colette Morris, teaching staff and Yr 5 & 6 pupils. This was hands-on learning in action, where everyone
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had to opportunity to safely make some cuts, using both secateurs and saws. The pupils also learned
about the potential of jobs in horticulture and community gardening.
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