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A great place to play, learn and relax! Dunipace 
Primary - Dunipace, Scotland 
 

With support from 
Learning through 
Landscapes and grant 
funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, staff and 
pupils at Dunipace 
Primary, near Falkirk, set 
about planning and 
establishing an orchard 
within their school 
grounds. 

 
 

Connecting  

With a class leading the overall project, initial activities focussed on connecting to the rich orchard heritage 
of Scotland and surveying the grounds to identify the best location to plant fruit trees so that the trees 
would be protected against footballs, but easily accessible all year round.  
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Learning  

In the early stages of the project, pupils from 
across the school were involved in workshops 
focussing on food miles and the variety of apples 
available in our supermarkets. Particular 
attention was paid to the lack of traditional 
Scottish varieties, when research revealed there 
are lots of apples with a Scottish heritage! Pupils 
were involved in choosing which varieties of fruit 
trees to plant in their orchard through the results 
of taste testing, interesting names, the 
geographical location of the school and the type 
of fruit that appealed. Scottish varieties of pear, 
apple and plum were finally chosen. 

Children spent time outdoors identifying how much space was required for the number of trees to be 
planted and discussions focussed on traditional orchards being great examples of mosaic habitats. The 
children were keen to ensure that the orchard became a valuable place to attract wildlife, as well as pupils 
of all ages, so ideas such as leaving areas of long grass, creating wild unmown areas and a planting a hedge 
of lavender along one side were all included to support biodiversity and, particularly, pollinating insects. 

Plant   

Staff, children and parents were involved with the planting and protecting the trees through the addition of 
stakes, rabbit guards and mulch around the base of each tree to avoid competition from the grass whilst 
the young trees established. The school purchased weather resistant name labels for each tree, highlighting 
the name of the variety and what sort of fruit tree it was.  
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Following the completion of the orchard, benches were purchased to encourage children to spend time 
amongst the trees and a rose archway was erected at the entrance. Finally mown grass paths support 
access around the space. 

 
Community  

Such was the enthusiasm of the staff and children with regards to the 
value and benefit of planting fruit trees that support was sourced from a 
local plant nursery to help run a grafting workshop for pupils where the 
children could learn about scion wood, rootstock and the process of 
grafting fruit trees. A production line was established where children and 
staff worked together to graft and pot up new fruit trees which were then 
given away to friends, family and the local community for planting.  

Sharing  

Following the gift of grafted trees, the staff and children set upon the idea 
of creating their very own orchards publication – a one off resource that 
recorded the story of their school orchard, the importance of fruit trees in 
the environment, the value for biodiversity, fun facts and lots of drawings 
and quotes from the children. 

Fun  

Celebrating, sharing and learning in the orchard has continued to take 
many forms over the last few years, for example a regularly updated 
display in school, outdoor learning linked to numeracy, literacy, science 
and expressive arts and the design and creation of a themed tile mosaic 
that was placed in the orchard. National apple day, founded by the charity 
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Common Ground (www.commonground.org.uk) has been celebrated and included events such as 
harvesting and pressing fruit to make juice, apple related artwork, tasting sessions and the involvement of a 
professional story teller exploring the myths, legends and folklore associated with traditional orchards.   

Pupils are actively encouraged to spend time in the orchard and are involved in the ongoing maintenance 
helping to embed this valuable resource into school life. 

 

 

 

 
 

Top tips: 
• Involve the children throughout the 

process – there’s so much more to 
trees than just fruit! 

• Maintenance doesn’t have to be a 
challenge – think small and often 

• Orchards are a valuable resource for 
taking learning outdoors across the 
curriculum 

• Leaving unmown areas to grow wild 
brings huge benefits to biodiversity, 
creates year-round interest and 
reduces maintenance 


