
 

 

National Hedgerow Week   

 
Get your school and community involved  
 
Continue your #ForceForNature journey by connecting, learning and caring for your local 
hedgerows. Here are a few hedge-inspired ideas and activities that you can do in the classroom 
or share with your school community to highlight the immense contribution these unsung 
heroes of the natural world make in the fight against climate change and biodiversity loss. 
 
 

What’s in your hedge?  
 
Do a biodiversity stock take! Take some 

time to observe your hedgerows. Sit 

quietly, watch and listen closely. What 

plants and animals are there in and around 

the hedgerow? What signs of the animals 

can you see in or around the hedgerow?  

Consider taking part in the Great British 

Hedgerow Survey – it’s simple to do, and 

gives instant feedback about the health of 

your hedge as well as management options for it.  

Giving humble hedgerows the recognition they deserve! 
 
Hedgerows are our unsung heroes, often forgotten and overlooked but did you know that 
they form the UK’s largest priority habitat?! The Tree Council are proud to announce the 
first ever National Hedgerow Week (Sat 29 May – Sun 6 June) to celebrate and educate 
about the crucial role hedgerows play in our future when it comes to halting biodiversity 
decline and tackling climate change. 
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Want to learn more? 

- ID the birds (RSPB ID), butterflies (Wildlife Trust ID) or other animals 

- Create a hedgerow food chain. What is the producer? What is the consumer? What is 

the predator? 

- Choose one of the plants or animals and create a life cycle diagram, booklet or even a 

stop motion animation 

- Create a classification key for the plants or animals you find in the hedgerow 

 

Birdsong bonanza!  

Hedgerows are wonderful habitats for lots of different wildlife, including birds. Ornithologists 

(people who study birds) often use phrases to help them identify and remember a bird and its 

call. For example, a great tit says “teacher teacher” and a yellowhammer says “a little bit of 

bread and no cheese”. Listen to the birdsong…what is it saying? Try and think of an easy way to 

remember it for the next time you hear it!  

Tune in to our Hedgerow Harmony webinar to find out more about the different birds you 

might hear in and around your local hedgerows. You can also watch all our HedgeTalk webinar 

recordings here. Also, check out Lucy Lapwing’s youtube to learn more about how to identify 

birds from their unique birdsongs.  
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Hunt for that hedgerow!  

Look in your local area. Which type of 

trees or hedgerow plants can you spot 

in the hedgerows?  

See if you can spot any of the common 

trees and plants below.  

Found a plant you can’t ID? Look in a 

book or use an app, like Seek, to 

identify what it is.   

 

Hawthorn 

 

Hornbeam 

 

Field maple 

 

Privet 

 

Ivy 

 

Cow Parsley 
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Hedgerow art and crafts!  

Get creative and make some hedgerow crafts! You could use natural materials to make a 
sculpture or make one of the animals you spotted in and around the hedgerow. Here are a few 
ideas of the arts and crafts you could create.   
 

 
 
 
Hedgerow haikus (and other poems)  
 
Let your creativity flow and write a hedgerow haiku (or other poem). It could be about the 
benefits of hedgerows, the beauty of hedgerows, the animals that make their home in a 
hedgerow…the list is endless.  
 
Example Hedgerow Haiku:  
 
Blossoms, berries, buds 
Carbon-busting habitat 
Thank you mighty hedge! 
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Talk to the Hedge  
 
Show your local hedge some love and 
appreciation by talking to the hedge! Why not 
read the hedge your Hedge Haiku (or poem)?  
 
Download our fun and informative guide to 
chatting to hedges. Don’t forget to post a 
photograph of you talking to the hedge on 
social media #TalkToTheHedge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be a #ForceForNature: Sign up to the Hedge Talk webinars and visit the website to find out 
more.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Hedgerow Week is part of the ‘Close the Gap’ year-long project delivered by The Tree 
Council and Partners to raise awareness of hedges and encourage more, bigger, healthier and 
better-connected hedgerows. It is funded by Department for Environment Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra) through the Green Recovery Challenge Fund. It is being administered and 
managed by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  
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