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Elder Park, Govan
Elder Park is located in the heart of Govan, in Glasgow, and is one of
the city's heritage parks. Established in 1885 by Mrs Isabella Elder as
a monument to her shipbuilder husband, Isabella wanted to give the
people of Govan 'healthful recreation by music and amusement'. The
park remains a valuable and well loved community for the people of
Govan today.

This project saw the Tree Council working alongside the Friends of
Elder Park, a local residents group, which, in collaboration with
Glasgow City Parks Department, supports the management,
development and preservation of this valuable urban green space. 

The project brought together volunteers from Network Rail
Scotland - Scotland's Railway, members of the Friends of Elder Park,
new local residents from Ukraine, as well as pupils from two local
primary schools - St Constantine's and Pirie Park. All of the groups
came together for a community planting day, which saw the creation
of some new formal hedgerows. These will provide some structural
planting for a new community orchard which is being created in a
second phase of planting in 2023/24.

The orientation of the new hedging was planned to direct visitor
views and sightlines across the park towards one of several historic
statues. The longer term maintenance plan for the new hedges will
be in keeping with the formal layout of the park. A formal structural
planting will also provide protection for the orchard trees to follow
and nesting and forage for local bird populations.

'It has been great to have the opportunity to work
alongside the local community and to create a new feature

for the park'.

- Network Rail volunteer 



Project materials budget

As well as the new hedgerow planting, volunteers from Network Rail
Scotland also assisted with the maintenance of some of the park's
more established trees and assisted with the removal of epicormic
growth from around the base of selected trees, improving their
general appearance.

Volunteers also carried out mulching of a more recently planted
avenue of trees, removing competing vegetation and providing a
nutritious organic mulch, which will provide supplementary feeding
for these tree while supporting improved water absorption and
retention. This will be particularly useful as the UK experiences drier
summers on a more regular basis. 

It is one of the Friends of Elder Park's objectives to propagate their
own fruits tree to be used for the next phase of planting, so volunteers
were also given the opportunity to try some tree grafting!

Tree Maintenance 

Other considerations
The Friends of Elder Park group plans to produce a tree strategy
and management plan to assist with the ongoing management of
the park's trees and to schedule a comprehensive programme of
future planting and maintenance works.

The Tree Council looks forward to continuing our partnership with
both Network Rail Scotland and the Friends of Elder Park and to
return in 2023/24 to Elder Park for a second phase of planting. 

Hedging whips & rootstocks      
Mulch     
Machinery hire 
Tree protection
Tools and equipment

Total cost                                               £2,250 approx. 

£1,000.00
£400.00
£150.00
£200.00
£500.00
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