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Meadowbrook CIC
Meadowbrook is a two and a half acre plot located in the heart of
Wiltshire, situated on the outskirts of Melksham and surrounded by
fields. The ex-farmland site has some existing established hedgerow
and is packed with potential - it even has its very own meander
brook! The land is owned by Meadowbrook CIC co-founders Grace
and Jason Dalgleish.

Meadowbrook’s activities are designed to offer local people the
opportunity to leave the confines of their own living spaces and
volunteer in nature, in order to help them experience improved
wellbeing and connection.

Being part of community is invaluable to people's wellbeing and
Meadowbrook is a special outdoors space where people can
experience a warm welcome, inclusion, connection and belonging. 

Many residents living in the new housing estates that have sprung up
nearby have limited access to green community spaces. The plot is
easily reached by foot, bicycle, bus, or car and will offer a beautiful
and lovingly developed green space that residents can visit and
participate in various activities.

As well as offering volunteering, Meadowbrook also works closely
with the following organisations to provide a selection of green
social prescribing opportunities: Avon and Wiltshire Mental Health
Partnership NHS Trust, Melksham & Bradford on Avon Primary
Care Network and Rethink, a local mental health charity.

The Meadowbrook motto is 'a place to just be' and its five
core values are grow, make, play, rest and move



Project budget

As part of a more comprehensive programme of tree planting
delivered in 2022/23, the team at Meadowbrook had an aspiration to
create a hornbeam circle as a focal point of their site. The tree circle
would be a feature which can develop and grow alongside their
organisation while providing a location for visitors to Meadowbrook
to grow, make, play, rest and move.

The Hornbeam Circle would be created from 40 bare rooted
hornbeam saplings, 80 - 100cm in size, sourced from a local nursery
and UK-grown. The newly planted trees were protected with
individual bio-spirals, (which are made from PLA plant polymers,
based on polylactic acid, which is usually made from corn, bamboo,
wheat or sugar cane) a more sustainable option of protection.
The project was delivered over a two day period by a small team of
volunteers.

The Hornbeam Circle

Other considerations
The team at Meadowbrook opted to use a woven plastic
geotextile for their tree circle project, as it was donated to their
project. This is an item which would not normally be funded by
The Tree Council as we would recommend the use of a more
sustainable and biodegradable alternative to woven plastic.

80 - 100cm bare rooted trees were specified for this project,
although larger trees (up to 8 - 10m standards) could be
considered, with the appropriate level of aftercare and irrigation
factored into the project establishment and aftercare plan.

Hornbeam saplings       
Geotextile     
Soil conditioners  
Mulch  
Tree protection 
Installation & establishment  

Total project cost                              £300 - £350 approx. 

£170.00 + delivery
Donated
£50.00
£50.00
£35.00 + delivery
Volunteer labour



40 hornbeams planted
Carpinus betulus 80-100cm Bareroot A performance and meeting space

Volunteer led 
Created by community volunteers 
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1 tree circle created


