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Hedgerows are  
nature’s heroes but 
not everyone knows about 
their super powers!

Let’s explore  
and find out more! 

Get Spotting! 
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Make a pair of binoculars to  
help you spot the wildlife in your hedge. 

Get two cardboard tubes.

Attach them together by  
wrapping a piece of card or  
paper around them and sticking it down.

Decorate your tubes by sticking on 
shapes or drawing pictures.

Punch two holes, one on each side of 
the binoculars.

Attach a string through the holes.

Get hedge hunting! 
What sounds can you hear?

Are there rustling leaves or singing 
birds nearby?

Could creatures live here?

Does it have plants growing at 
different heights?

Can you smell any flowers or fruits?

Does it feel shadier near your hedge?

Can you feel different textures of leaves?

How many different leaf shapes can you 
see? Can you spot anything moving? 

But be careful! Some hedgerow species (*types of 
plant) such as hawthorn have spikes so make sure 
you, or your adult, have a good look first!
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Take a look around, and if you can see  
a row of connected trees or bushes  
along the edge of a field, park or garden, 
or even around your school playing  
field – well, that’s a hedgerow, or hedge 
for short! They differ from trees because 
humans manage them to build their bushy 
shape and keep them connected. 

But first, 
  what is a hedgerow? They make our towns and  

countryside beautiful and green! 

Hedgerows are home to lots of different 
animals, from dormice living among the 
branches, to barn owls hunting along the 
edges.

Lots of different animals need hedgerows to survive.  
Some live there, some come for the flowers,  
and some just visit for a night-time snack!

Heroic hedges

Who lives there? Can you spot these 
   in the picture?

In towns and cities, they provide natural  
barriers, can help clean the air we breathe, 
and protect us from air pollution. 

They are useful to farmers, creating living  
fences which give cows and sheep natural shade 
and shelter in fields.

They store carbon - helping us fight climate change - 
and help reduce flooding by sucking up water.

Did you know…  
In England there are 
nearly 400,000km  
of hedgerow! That’s 
enough to go around  
the world almost 10 
times, but we need  
to plant so many more!

bee • hedgehog • robin • pipistrelle bat
barn owl •  dormouse • peacock butterfly

Fact  
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