


i

- NHW 2026 CHECKLIST

|| Download the National Hedgerow Week logo

Use our hedgerow images to help promote and
celebrate hedges

Share your hedgerow messages with
#NationalHedgerowWeek alongside our social media
assets and hedgerow facts

HEDGEROW
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|| Register for our free online Hedge Talks
O

Download this handy template press release to promote
your National Hedgerow Week activities

2026 Theme: Hedges Are Trees Too

The British landscape is shaped by hundreds of thousands of miles of hedge; providing wildlife with a
sheltered and bountiful habitat network; protecting agriculture, whether livestock or crops; creating living
boundaries in our urban centres; and bringing greenery, capturing carbon, and delivering more than a little
beauty to our rail lines and roadsides.

While hedgerows have a proud identity in their own right, for National Hedgerow Week 2026 The Tree
Council is reminding everyone that they are trees too! And that makes them just as important. We often
think of them in their collective form but some of the UK’s most commonly found hedgerow species are also
some of our best loved trees. We've got a particular focus on hawthorn this year — join one of our free online
talks to find out how you can help inform knowledge around its resilience, and the threats it faces.

Join us this National Hedgerow Week: let’s work together to secure a bright future for these crucial habitats.


https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-hedgerow-week/#resources
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-hedgerow-week/#resources
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-hedgerow-week/#resources
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-hedgerow-week/#resources
https://hedgelink.org.uk/campaign/national-hedgerow-week/hedgetalks-2022/
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-hedgerow-week/#talks

How your supporters can help hedgerows this
National Hedgerow Week (NHW)

Join a Hedge Talk

Our live, free, online Hedge Talks are full of fascinating facts and inspirational insights from experts.
Continue exploring with a visit to The Tree Council’s Hedgelink Hedge Hub for resources, guides and
videos!

Share hedgerow magic with little ones

Discover our digital Find a Happy Hedge booklets, colouring-in sheets for families, poster, and even
special NHW bookmarks. Spread the word by letting your supporters know about our lovely free
resources or download the full print files to print them professionally or in-house.

Tell us about your hedgerow finds

Found a beautiful hedge? It could be a magnificent, perfectly laid rural specimen or a cherished hedge
that brightens up a nearby car park. Or maybe you've spotted a beautiful hedgerow tree! We want
you to shout about it. Share your pictures with #NationalHedgerowWeek.

Keep an eye on hedgerow health

We all need to do our bit to support hedgerow health, and sometimes that just involves knowing what
to look for, and then letting others know! Tell your supporters about Observatree’s handy guides on
tree pests and diseases, and if you do discover anything report it using Forest Research’s Tree Alert.

Don’t forget that National Plant Health Week runs from 11 - 17 May.

Help hedges

Our friends at PTES conduct the very important Great British Hedgerow Survey. It’s super simple to
get involved and contributions could make a real difference to our understanding of hedgerow health
and the laws needed to help them thrive!



https://hedgelink.org.uk/hedge-hub/
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://www.observatree.org.uk/
https://www.observatree.org.uk/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/tree-alert/

HEDGE TALKS 2026

Tuesday 5 May, 1-2pm
The Craft of Hedgelaying with Nigel Adams

Join full-time hedgelayer and long time Hedgelink member, Nigel Adams for a deep dive into the world of
hedgelaying, with particular attention to its diverse regional styles. Nigel will share insights from his new
book: Hedgelaying: The Complete Guide to a Traditional Craft with Jon Stokes - event host, Hedgelink
Chair and The Tree Council Director of Science €7 Research.

Nigel's new book examines over 25 regional styles from across England and Wales, introduced by local
experts who proudly explain their native variation and offer a wealth of informed advice.

Thursday 7 May, 1-2pm
Helping the mighty hawthorn!

Hawthorn is the backbone of UK hedgerows, making up around 70% of their structure. They are also a
well loved as a tree, with frequent mentions in literature, art and folklore throughout history.

Join Charlotte Benham, The Tree Council Science @ Action Research Manager, for an introduction to an
ongoing hawthorn research project seeking to better understand the resilience of - and threats to - this
iconic hedgerow species.

Charlotte will be joined by project partners, Forest Research and Fera Science, to share insights and reveal
the citizen science opportunities.

Also on the panel will be Adam Curtis, The Tree Council's Senior Officer - Community Planting Projects, to
share his love of hawthorn and tell us more about hawthorn's rich history and its folklore associations.

Tickets for our online Hedge
Talks are free but registration
is essential. To register, visit
nationalhedgerowweek.org.uk



https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-hedgerow-week/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thetreecouncil/2144213
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thetreecouncil/2144173

SOCIAL MEDIA: CONTENT IDEAS

Share National Hedgerow Week with your friends and supporters, using #NationalHedgerowWeek

Team member spotlight

Feature your team members who are passionate about hedgerows - whether they have a healthy
hedgerow they are proud of, or one they have spotted in their local area. Include photos or video
to bring their story to life.

Example: “Meet [employee name], who has a passion for hedgerows! They have had their
hedgerow for [X] years. Learn more about how they have maintained their hedgerow and how
they have let it flourish for the future.”

Hedgerow facts

Share some fun facts about hedgerows.

Example: “A Guinness World Record holder, the Meikleour Beech Hedge in Scotland is the tallest
and longest hedge in the world. It reaches 30 metres in height and 530 metres in length!”

Photo competition

Incorporate a hedgerow photography competition into your social plan.

#HedgerowPhotoComp get your followers to share their best hedgerow photos and feature the
winner on your feed, newsletter and /or website.

Get creative

Share hedgerow recipes or art with your audience.
For example: “This National Hedgerow Week, why not try making your own sweet treats from
your foraged finds! Such as elderflower cordials and jams.”
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Our fascinating facts can help your supporters understand just how important hedgerows are.

Hedges are incredible for wildlife, especially
invertebrates. Over 1,800 species have been
recorded on a single stretch of hedgerow in
Devon!

The Government is targeting the planting and
restoration of 45,000 miles of hedgerow by
2050 — this is almost twice around the earth.

A Guinness World Record holder, the Meikleour
Beech Hedge in Scotland is the tallest and
longest hedge in the world. Planted in 1745, it
reaches 30 metres in height and 530 metres in
length.

A part of our landscape since the Bronze Age;
humans and hedges have been connected for
perhaps as long as 4,000 years. When farmers
cleared woods to make fields they left strips of
trees to mark borders. Many of these hedges
survive today on parish boundaries.

The oldest planted hedgerow known in the UK is
Judith’s Hedge in Cambridgeshire. At more than

900 years old it is believed to have been planted by
William the Conqueror's niece in the 11th century.

In urban areas, hedgerows contribute to services such as
climate regulation, sustainable urban drainage, reducing
airborne particulates and atmospheric pollution, and
providing wildlife habitat. They also improve the aesthetic
appearance of the built environment.

Hedgerows store loads of carbon - not just above
ground but below ground in what is called Soil
Organic Carbon (SOCQ). In fields, SOC below hedges is
on average 40 % higher than in the adjacent field,
with older hedges storing more than younger hedges.

Hedgerows facilitate movement through the
landscape for a wide range of organisms. They
are particularly important for flying insects, like
butterflies, which need warm sheltered
conditions to be able to gain and retain the heat
necessary to fly. Green lanes, typically two
hedgerows in parallel separated by a vegetated
track, provide particularly favourable conditions.



HEDGELINK.ORG.UK

National Hedgerow Week is coordinated by The Tree Council and brought to you by the Hedgelink coalition,
a partnership of organisations and individuals working together in the interests of the UK’s hedgerows.

Hedgelink partners include nature charities, farming organisations, hedgelaying societies, ecologists, universities and i
researchers, policy-makers and regulators. The coalition meets regularly to share knowledge and ideas to encourage and
inspire everyone to take action to manage, protect and conserve our hedgerows for the future.

A voice for hedgerows

Hedgelink champions hedgerows by supporting initiatives like National Hedgerow Week. It hopes to
inspire and enthuse everyone to take action to protect and conserve our hedgerows for future
generations.

Influence
The group includes representatives from government departments and agencies. Together, it aims

to help shape key policies that can protect hedgerows and support their expansion.

Collaboration and network-building

Hedgelink includes organisations with interests in farming, wildlife, landscape, and the historical and
cultural importance of hedgerows. Hedgelink provides opportunities for joint working with a diverse
range of organisations.

Education and knowledge sharing
Hedgelink helps people find out more about hedgerows and how to manage them well. The online
Hedge Hub is a one-stop-shop for hedge resources.

A forum for new research
Many of Hedgelink’s member organisations are actively involved in research to help manage and

establish hedgerows better. The group provides a platform for disseminating research findings
and sparking new ideas. :


https://hedgelink.org.uk/
https://hedgelink.org.uk/hedge-hub/
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