counci

Branching Out Fund 2026/27

Apply for a school or community grant to plant trees, orchards and hedgerows in your community in the UK
this winter 2026/27.

1 - KEY INFORMATION AND DATES:
Funding details:

e Awards from £250 to £2,500
UK only

e The Tree Council will cover 100% of the award (i.e. match funding is not a requirement), including
non-recoverable VAT

e Full details of the application criteria can be found in our Application Guidance

e The grant will be paid AFTER planting has taken place and upon submission of a Completion
Report

o A PDF of your application form is available on request, once submitted

As funding is limited, we strongly encourage early applications in order to:

a) increase the chances of a grant being awarded

b) ensure that planting can take place as early as possible in the tree planting season to support
successful tree establishment

c) ensure that your supplier still has stock of your preferred plants

Application closing date:

Midnight on Sunday 19 July 2026. The Tree Council reserves the right to close the fund to new
applications earlier than this if it is oversubscribed.

Planting window:

End of November 2026 to end of February 2027. If your project is suitable for an earlier or later planting
outside this window get in touch or phone 020 4582 9940 and ask for Geraldine.


https://treecouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Branching-Out-Fund-Application-Guidance-2026_27.pdf
mailto:geraldine.creaven@treecouncil.org.uk

Decision timeframe:

Applicants are notified within 5-6 weeks of a completed submission. Applications for grants under £500 are
likely to be processed more quickly.

These decision windows are approximate, and decisions could take longer if key information is missing,
unclear, or submitted close to the deadline.

Claiming your grant:

Successful applicants must submit their claim no later than two weeks after planting, or by midnight,
Sunday 14 March 2027, whichever is earlier. If your group has to plant later than end of February (if
conditions and plants are suitable), then the deadline may be extended.

Payment of grant:

We aim to pay claims within two weeks of submission of the Completion Report (which includes updated
budget sheet, receipts and planting photos), but payment can take longer if the report is not completed
correctly or information is missing. The Tree Council provides support in helping you complete your
claim, however we reserve the right to withhold payment if claims are repeatedly submitted
incomplete.

It is essential that you carefully review the Branching Out Fund Application Guidance in order to help
you submit a good application, and deliver an amazing project. We also recommend that you read through
this form fully before starting to complete it (apart from basic information), so that you can begin to collate
your required submission information.

If you have any further questions that are not covered in the guidance notes/videos, or if you experience
technical difficulties with this form, please get in touch or phone Geraldine on 020 4582 9940.

Please note that all funding decisions are subject to a formal decision-making process. Please do not rely
on receiving a grant until you have been notified in writing that your application has been successful, and
your authorised signatory(ies) has returned a funding agreement.

We cannot support groups seeking retrospective funding for projects that have already started or
have completed.

IMPORTANT NOTE: There is a save button at the bottom of each page. We recommend saving your form
as soon as you begin completing it, and re-saving as you go along and before closing your computer.
When you click save, you will have the option to email the save link to yourself. The link stays the same
throughout, until you submit your application.

Before you begin...

| have read and understood the Branching Out Fund Application Guidance.
Yes


https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#guidance
mailto:geraldine.creaven@treecouncil.org.uk

Are you applying for a small grant, i.e. less than £500 approx?
Yes

Enter total grant amount requested
£1,000.00

I confirm that our group has a bank account into which the grant can be paid
Yes

I confirm that our group has public liability insurance
Yes

I confirm that we have permission to plant on the site
Yes

Permission to plant - please select one of the following:

Permission to plant - please upload appropriate evidence here, e.g. lease, letter from landowner
etc. If you don't have this yet, please continue with your application. If your group owns the site,
you must upload a letter/document that clearly demonstrates this.

Reason (if any) for delay with permission letter

I confirm that the trees will be planted in the ground, not in containers

Please state if your group can recover VAT
Yes

Please confirm that you will be following your own planting risk management procedures while
undertaking this project (e.g. preparing risk assessments), including identifying the presence of
underground service/utilities

Yes

2 - Tell us about your group

Please provide a brief description of your group (max 200 words)
X

Please provide a brief description of your planting project (max 200 words)
X

Name of your group or organisation
X

Main contact name
X X



Email address Phone number
geraldine.creaven@treecouncil.org.uk

| confirm that | have saved this form and have emailed the link to myself
Yes

Have you received a grant from The Tree Council If yes, please state the year you planted
before? 1986
Yes

If you have received a grant from us before, please tell us how your previous planting is doing, and
upload a couple of recently taken photographs in the next section (max 100 words).
X

Photos of previous planting - these should be recently taken, i.e. during growing season

Type of organisation
Education - primary school

Your role within the group or organisation

Your address

Group's registered address if different to above

Your group's social media page/website (if applicable)

Country in which your project is taking place

England

English region in which your project is taking County in which your planting project is taking
place place

South West Norfolk

3 - Location and planting plan

How many sites are you planting on
1

Setting/s for your project. If planting across multiple sites, please tick all that apply
School grounds

What type of planting will you use your grant for (tick as many that apply)
Trees



Number of trees Size of area in meters squared

Number of hedge plants Length of hedge

Number of orchard trees Size of area in metres squared

Orchards only - fruit trees should be on vigorous or semi-vigorous roostocks. If choosing dwarfing
rootstock, please provide a reason. We need this information to ensure you have considered that
there is enough room for the trees to reach their full potential

If planting at more than one site, please say what you intend to plant at each site. See examples in
help text.

Briefly describe your chosen planting site/s as it is now. E.g. vegetation type, what is it currently
used for (max 100 words).
X

Location of planting site/s: To help us locate your planting site/s, please enter EITHER a
'what3words' reference, OR a Google Pin reference for each site below.

What3words reference for each site Longitude/Latitude (Google Pin) reference for
X each site
X

Are you aware of any protected species on your project site(s)?
No

Does your project have a special focus on enhancing particular wildlife and biodiversity?
No

Photos of your planting site
Trees-and-shade-plants_0.pdf

Suitability of your site for tree planting (max 50 words).

If some of your trees are non-native, please outline your reasons for selecting them. This does not
apply to orchard trees, as they are nearly always non-natives.

Site planting plan/s

These are necessary to show us how and where your trees/hedges will be planted on your site. You can
do this EITHER by uploading a scale plan/s that you have hand-drawn or printed, OR a Google MyMap.



Please select which type of site planting plan you are using

{if (Form._2SITE.SitePlanOrMyMap = "Google MyMap")}

Paste your link to your Google MyMaps site planting plan (if using)
{MyMap}

{endif}

Why did you choose these particular trees? (Applications over £500 only)

4 - Community engagement

We favour projects that have strong community engagement and benefit as our experience shows that the
trees are more likely to thrive if local people are involved from the beginning of a planting project.

Please tell us how your community is involved in the planning, planting and ongoing care of this

planting project. (Max 300 words).

Which parts of your community are involved?

5 - Budget Sheet and Claim Form

Please download a Tree Council template Budget Sheet and Claim Form from our website. This has been
created in Excel to help minimise calculation errors and to aid our grant assessment and claims process.
Please check downloads on your computer if it does not come up on your screen.

Use this form to enter details of the trees you wish to purchase plus any aids to establishment that you
may need, including canes, stakes, guards, ties and mulch. Please note that we do not fund plastic guards
nor do we fund protection etc. for trees that we have not also funded. See page 7 of the Application
Guidance for further details.

Once completed, upload the document by clicking on the upload link below. If your supplier has not yet
released this year's prices, then request a quote for last year, and make a note on the form to this effect.

Upload a completed version of our template Budget Sheet and Claim Form

Do you have, or plan to have, any match funding?

If yes, please provide brief details of match funding

I confirm that all prices quoted are exclusive of VAT

6 - Details of supplier/s


https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#guidance
https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#guidance
https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#guidance

Tree suppliers - important note about biosecurity

The alarming rise of tree pests and diseases in the UK in recent years reinforces the need for careful
sourcing of trees and awareness of sound biosecurity practices. We prefer for trees to be sourced from
local suppliers and/or those that are Plant Healthy certified (this is an England only certification scheme),
ensuring the trees are UK sourced and grown. We also welcome applications from groups planning to use
local community tree nurseries (CTNSs) to provide all or a portion of the trees for their project.

Name of Supplier No. 1 Postcode County Website - if any
X X

Have you confirmed with your supplier that the plants are UK sourced and grown?
Yes

Tick here if your tree nursery is Plant Healthy certified
No

Name of Supplier No. 2 Postcode County Website - if any

Have you confirmed with your supplier that the plants are UK sourced and grown?
No

Tick here if your tree nursery is Plant Healthy certified
No

Name of Supplier No. 3 Postcode County Website - if any

Have you confirmed with your supplier that the plants are UK sourced and grown?
No

Tick here if your tree nursery is Plant Healthy certified
No

7 - Planting care and establishment

Although it is not compulsory, we encourage applicants to plant between November and December as this
will allow for root development before the next growing season, and aid successful establishment.
Although tree planting season continues up until the end of March, trees planted before Christmas are
likely to have better rates of success. See our guidance on Caring for newly planted trees

When do you intend to plant your trees?
Nov

Ground preparation and planting methods. We will not support projects that use chemicals to
prepare ground (e.g. weedkiller). Please ensure if you are planting trees that you mention
guards/stakes/canes etc., even if we are not funding them

Do you have, or is there relevant tree planting expertise or experience within your group, or
available locally? If so, please tell us here. You might like to tell us something about previous


https://planthealthy.org.uk/about
https://planthealthy.org.uk/directory
https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#extra

planting projects, if relevant.

Are volunteer Tree Wardens involved in this project?
No

If a Tree Warden is involved, please state name and name of Tree Warden Network (e.g.
Leicestershire TWN)

Establishing your trees

The successful establishment and long term survival of your planting is vital. Please provide BRIEF details
in each of the boxes below to show you have considered each action to ensure that the planting will be
cared for and thrives into the future. Please be specific about who (e.g. volunteers, parents, warden...) is
going to undertake the tree care, and how school projects might be cared for during holiday periods, which
may coincide with drought periods. A couple of lines is sufficient. You DO need to mention things like
guards/stakes etc., even if we are not funding them. The Tree Council has published extensive guidance
as to how to care for your trees so that they establish well and remain healthy and thriving - Caring for
Newly Planted Trees

Watering plans
X

How are you going to keep the weeds/competition in check? (application of mulch etc.). Weed
control should be managed by suppression/mulching rather than the application of chemicals.

How much mulch are you using, and what is it (e.g. woodchip)

Are you using tree protection e.g. spiral guards or other type of guards

Please explain in your own words why protection (guards) and other materials (e.g. compost) are
or are not required, this should be completed even if you are supplying them them yourself.

If using, please confirm that your tree guards are non-fossil fuel based plastic
No

If using, please confirm that your compost is peat free
No

{if AREYOUREADYTOSUBMITTHISFORM2 and _3PlantingPlans.TypeOfProj.Contains("Hedgerow"))}

If planting a hedge, what is your management plan? Please demonstrate that you have considered
how best to manage the hedge to ensure that it will grow dense and bushy and provide
flowers/berries etc.

{IfPlantingAHedgeWhatlsYourManagementPlanPleaseDemonstrate ThatYouHaveConsideredHowBestToM
anageTheHedgeToEnsureThatltWillGrowDenseAndBushyAndProvideFlowersberriesEtc}

{endif}


https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#extra
https://treecouncil.org.uk/grants-and-guidance/our-grants/branching-out-fund/#extra

8 - Nearly there...and finally!

The Tree Council would like to stay in touch with you by email to share news, events and other grant and
training opportunities. You can unsubscribe at any time.

Would you like to receive updates from The Tree Council, including news, resource updates and
event information? You can unsubscribe at any time.
Yes please

Would you like to receive updates from The Tree Council on future funding opportunities?
Yes please

You have indicated that you represent a school or college. Would you like to receive education-
specific updates from The Tree Council's schools team, including future funding opportunities?
Yes please

How did you hear about The Tree Council's Branching Out Grant?

Please tell us how easy/hard you found this form to fill in, so we can continue to improve the
process.

Is there anything else you would like to say in support of your application?

Would you be happy to be considered as a planting project case study?

ARE YOU READY TO SUBMIT THIS FORM
Yes

Sign here (draw or type your name) to declare that all the information in this application form is
accurate and complete.

Thank you for completing this application - we look forward to
reviewing it and will be in touch in due course.
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