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We received funding from the Trees Outside Woodland Fund last year. Can we 
apply again? 

Yes, organisations that have previously received funding from the Trees Outside 
Woodland Fund (or any of our other funds) are very welcome to apply again.  
 
 
We are also planning to submit an application to the Network Rail Community Tree 
Planting Fund. Can we also apply to the Trees Outside Woodland Fund? 

Yes, you are welcome to apply to multiple Tree Council funds, if eligible. However, the 
same project cannot be supported through more than one fund, and projects must be 
clearly distinct to avoid any double counting. 
 
If you would like to discuss your plans in more detail or would like advice on which fund 
may be the best fit for your project, please contact the Grants Team at 
grants@treecouncil.org.uk. 
 
 
Can we apply to the Trees Outside Woodland Fund if we are already in receipt of a 
grant from Defra? 

We are not aware of any restrictions that would prevent you from applying to the TOW 
Fund if you are already receiving Defra funding. However, the project proposed through 
the TOW Fund must be clearly distinct from any project funded through another Defra 
grant scheme, to avoid double funding or double counting of outcomes. 
 
We recommend checking the terms and conditions of any existing or proposed funding 
to ensure you are eligible to apply and that costs or activities are not being claimed 
more than once. If you are unsure or would like to discuss your circumstances, please 
contact the Grants Team and we will be happy to advise. 
 
 
Can I submit multiple applications to the TOW Fund?  

Yes, eligible applicants may submit more than one application. However, to help 
ensure a fair geographic spread and balanced distribution of funding, we may apply a 
cap to the total funding awarded to any one organisation, project type, or planting 
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approach. This means that while multiple applications can be submitted, we may not 
be able to fund all projects in full. 
 
 
Do you need to know the exact locations where the trees will be planted at 
application stage, or can this be provided once the trees have been planted? 

We appreciate that, particularly for larger or partnership projects, exact planting 
locations may not yet be confirmed at application stage. For example, you may be 
coordinating smaller planting projects delivered by parish councils, charities, 
community groups, landowners, or other organisations. 
 
At application stage, we ask that you provide as much information as possible about 
the proposed planting locations, including general locations, maps, or grid references 
where available. Please note that confirmed planting locations will be required at 
project completion. 
 
 
As local authorities can reclaim VAT, can we apply for the full £40,000? 

If your organisation can reclaim VAT - or is VAT exempt - you may apply for eligible 
project costs excluding VAT, up to a maximum grant value of £40,000. 
 
If your organisation is unable to reclaim VAT, you may include VAT-inclusive costs, but 
the total grant request must not exceed £40,000 including VAT. 
 
Please ensure you complete the Project Budget Sheet correctly, based on your 
organisation’s VAT status. 
 
 
If it’s a Miyawaki / micro forest planting project, does the grant cover the cost of 
turf stripping, deep cultivation, manure, straw, and similar preparation works? 

Yes. Costs associated with site preparation for Miyawaki planting, such as turf 
stripping, deep cultivation, manure, and straw, may be eligible for funding. However, 
these would be considered ‘other project delivery costs’ and are therefore capped at 
20% of the total grant requested. 
 
 
As there is a requirement for aftercare, can future costs be included in project 
budgets? If not, how can aftercare be expected without funding for watering, 
mulch, or replacement planting? 

 
We fully recognise that aftercare is essential to the successful establishment of newly 
planted trees. However, the funding is primarily designed to support costs associated 
with tree planting and establishment, rather than long-term maintenance. 
 



   
 

   
 

Up to 20% of the total grant requested may be used for ‘other project delivery costs’, 
including items such as site preparation, irrigation equipment, or contractor support 
directly related to planting and early establishment. This may include some watering 
within the delivery period, where clearly justified. However, the fund is not intended to 
cover ongoing maintenance costs beyond 5 March 2027, including long-term watering, 
replacement planting, or wider aftercare responsibilities. 
 
We appreciate the challenge this may present. In practice, many successful projects 
plan for longer-term aftercare through match funding, in-kind support, volunteer 
involvement, or partnerships with local organisations, landowners, or community 
groups to help ensure trees establish successfully. 
 
 
Can this fund support tree giveaway schemes? 

Yes, but trees must be purchased by the organisation and distributed. We do not fund 
projects that are focussed on onward grant distribution. 
 
 
What do you accept as evidence of expenditure at project completion? 

Evidence of expenditure must clearly demonstrate that costs have been incurred and, 
ideally, paid. We can accept invoices (preferably marked as paid), receipts or online 
payment confirmations.  
 
If using contractors or partner organisations, we will require evidence of the work 
undertaken and associated costs. This should preferably be in the form of an invoice or 
cost breakdown clearly setting out the work completed, dates (where applicable), and 
amounts charged. Internal costs, such as salaries, are not eligible. All invoices and 
receipts must therefore be from external suppliers / contractors, not your own 
organisation 

 
 
When do I need to provide evidence that my supplier complies with the Plant 
Health Management Standard? 

At project completion, you will be required to provide evidence that your supplier(s) 
comply with the Plant Health Management Standard, either through a Plant Healthy 
Certification number or a Ready to Plant (RtP) assessment voucher. If this evidence 
cannot be provided, we will be unable to fund the purchase of these trees, and grant 
payments may be reduced, withheld, or reclaimed. 
 
We strongly recommend confirming at the application stage that your preferred 
supplier(s) can provide this information.  
 


